[SAMPLE PARENT SUBMISSION LETTER]
(For Public Participation on the Autism Management Bill, 2025)
To:
The Clerk of the Senate
Senate Standing Committee on Health
Parliament of Kenya
Subject: Public Views on the Autism Management Bill, 2025 (Senate Bill No. 19 of 2025)
Dear Honourable Members of the Senate Standing Committee on Health,
My name is [Your Name], and I am a parent/caregiver of an autistic child/adult living in [Your County]. I am writing to submit my views on the Autism Management Bill, 2025, during the public participation process.
First, I would like to appreciate the Senate for bringing forward this Bill. It is encouraging to see autism being recognised as a national issue requiring government action, funding, and coordination between national and county governments.
As a parent, I welcome the Bill’s focus on:
· Early diagnosis and screening
· Training for doctors, teachers, and caregivers
· Public awareness to reduce stigma
· Budget allocations for autism-related services
These are important steps that can improve the lives of autistic people and their families.
However, based on my lived experience as a parent/caregiver, I respectfully request the Committee to consider the following concerns and recommendations before the Bill is passed:
1. Remove references to “prevention of autism”
Autism is not a disease and cannot be prevented. Using this language increases stigma and may harm autistic children and their families. I request that all references to “prevention of autism” be removed and replaced with language that focuses on early identification, support, inclusion, and accommodation.
2. Strengthen inclusive education provisions
Many autistic children are excluded or unsupported in schools.
The Bill should clearly require:
· Inclusive education in mainstream schools
· Reasonable accommodation
· Individual Education Plans (IEPs)
· Classroom support such as aides or assistants
Awareness alone is not enough without practical support in classrooms.

3. Provide real support for caregivers
Caregivers face emotional, physical, and financial exhaustion.
Support groups alone are not sufficient. The Bill should include:
· Respite care services
· Mental health support for caregivers
· Financial support or tax relief measures
· Workplace flexibility and protection for caregivers

4. Guarantee accountability and proper use of funds
The Bill should require:
· Regular reporting to Parliament on implementation
· Monitoring to ensure counties comply
· Clear timelines and transparency on funding and services
Without accountability, families may not see real change.

5. Protect dignity, privacy, and rights
Any autism data collected must respect privacy and consent, in line with the Data Protection Act.
Autistic persons should be protected from discrimination in healthcare, education, and public services.
In conclusion, I strongly support the intention behind the Autism Management Bill, 2025. With the above improvements, the Bill can truly protect the dignity, rights, and well-being of autistic persons and their caregivers, in line with the Constitution of Kenya and Kenya’s international obligations.
Thank you for giving parents and caregivers the opportunity to share our views. I hope my submission will be considered during the Committee’s review.
Yours faithfully,
Name: [Your Name]
County: [Your County]
Contact (optional): [Phone or Email]
Relationship to autistic person: [Parent / Guardian / Caregiver]
